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FAKE OUT. FAKE OUT.
>> OCTOBER BRINGS THE START OF ANOTHER WHEELCHAIR BASKETBALL SEASON TO THE UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS. WOMEN'S HEAD COACH, PATTY CISNEROS IS FLYING HIGH AFTER LEADING UNITED STATES WOMEN'S TEAM TO A GOLD MEDAL AT

THE 2008 PARALYMPIC GAMES.
>>THERE ARE SO MANY ATHLETES FROM ALL OVER THE WORLD THAT

COME TO ILLINOIS.
>>ONE OF THEIR MAIN GOALS COMING HERE ATHLETICALLY IS TO MAKE THE

TEAM, OR THE NATIONAL TEAM.

>>PARALYMPIC GAMES ARE HELD IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE OLYMPICS

IN THE SAME HOST CITY AND VENUE. THE GREATEST ATHLETES WITH

DISABILITIES FROM AROUND THE WORLD COMPETE IN 20 SPORTS.

ILLINOIS ATHLETES AND ALUMNI BROUGHT BACK 24 MEDALS FROM

BEIJING. THE 2008 BEIJING PARALYMPIC GAMES BROUGHT BACK MEMORIES FOR

JEAN DRISCOLL. DRISCOLL TRAVELED TO THE GAMES AS PART OF PRESIDENTIAL

DELEGATION. DRISCOLL WON GOLD IN THE WHEELCHAIR TRACK AND FIELD

DIVISION AT THE 2000 SYDNEY AND 1996 ATLANTA GAMES.

SHE IS ALSO AN EIGHT TIME WINNER OF HER DIVISION IN THE BOSTON

MARATHON. 

>>I CAN HONESTLY SAY I WOULD NOT BE WHERE I AM IN LIFE RIGHT NOW

WITHOUT THE UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS.
>> FOR 60 YEARS, ILLINOIS WHEELCHAIR SPORTS PROGRAM HAS

DEVELOPED WORLD RECORD HOLDERS LIKE JEAN DRISCOLL AND GOLD

MEDAL WINNERS LIKE PATTY CISNEROS. BUT THEIR SUCCESS HAPPENED 
BECAUSE OF THIS MAN, TIM NUGENT. 

>>I DON'T LIKE TO CONSIDER MYSELF AS ANYTHING, REALLY. I HAD A JOB TO DO, AND I DID IT. IN ORDER TO DO IT, I HAD TO DO SOME INNOVATING.

I HAD TO DO SOME CREATING. I ALSO HAD TO BE PRETTY MEAN AT

TIMES!
>>WHAT TIM STARTED AND WHAT OTHERS CARRIED ON, IT HAS A VERY

SPECIAL PLACE IN HISTORY.
>>YOU KNOW, A LOT OF PEOPLE SEE A DISABILITY AND ASSUME THERE IS

SOME MENTAL DISABILITY ALONG SIDE THAT. HE REALLY RECOGNIZED THAT THESE

PEOPLE ARE NORMAL, AND THAT THEY NEED, THEY DESERVE THE SAME KIND

OF EXPERIENCES AS YOUR ABLE-BODIED PEOPLE.
>>IT HAPPENED AT ILLINOIS FIRST. WE ARE STILL A LEADER IN THE

COUNTRY, AND IN THE WORLD. THERE IS A LEGACY THAT I AM,

PASSIONATELY PROUD OF, BECAUSE I GET TO BE PART OF IT!

60 YEARS AGO, IT WAS A DIFFERENT WORLD. IN THE YEARS FOLLOWING WORLD WAR II, THOUSANDS OF GI'S RETURNED HOME WITH SPINAL CORD INJURIES.

THEY RETURNED TO A SOCIETY THAT OFFERED THEM LITTLE HOPE FOR A

PURSUING LIFE.
>>A SPINAL CORD WERE PREDICTED TO LIVE FOR THREE MONTHS OR

THREE YEARS.
>>VETERANS ADMINISTRATION WANTED TO GIVE THE FORMER SOLDIERS

SOMETHING UNHEARD OF AT THE TIME, A HIGHER EDUCATION.

VA THOUGHT THE UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS GALESBURG CAMPUS WOULD

BE THE PERFECT PLACE TO TRY OUT THEIR EXPERIMENT.

UNIVERSITY PRESIDENT STODDARD AGREED. HE HIRED TIM NUGENT TO DIRECT

THE FLEDGLING PROGRAM.

>>AND FROM THE VERY BEGINNING, WE HAD NON-VETERANS AS A PART OF

THE PROGRAM.
>> BUT JUST ONE YEAR AFTER NUGENT WAS HIRED, ILLINOIS CLOSED THE GALESBURG CAMPUS. NUGENT ASKED UNIVERSITIES ACROSS THE COUNTRY IF THEY WOULD TAKE HIS PROGRAM. THEY ALL REFUSED.
>> THE GENERAL THOUGHT WAS THEY WOULD BE DISTRACTING,

DEMORALIZING, AND EXTRA COST, EXTRA LIABILITY, AND THE LAST

THING WHAT WOULD THEY DO WITH A COLLEGE EDUCATION?
>> BUT NUGENT PERSISTED. HE CONVINCED ILLINOIS'

URBANA/CHAMPAIGN CAMPUS TO CONTINUE HIS PROGRAM.

UNIVERSITY FOUND SPACE FOR HIS OFFICES AND HOUSING FOR HIS

STUDENTS IN SURPLUS ARMY BARRACKS.IN THOSE EARLY YEARS, HE MET

OPPOSITION FROM FACULTY MEMBERS AND PARENTS.
>> THE FATHER OF A VERY LOVELY ABLE-BODIED GIRL WROTE TO THE

UNIVERSITY BECAUSE HIS DAUGHTER WAS GOING WITH ONE OF MY

WHEELCHAIR BOYS, A VERY BRILLIANT BOY WHO BECAME A

LAWYER. HE WROTE THE UNIVERSITY AND SAID, "I SUPPOSE IT IS WONDERFUL

WHAT YOU ARE DOING FOR THE POOR UNFORTUNATE PEOPLE.

BUT ISN'T THERE SOMETHING YOU CAN DO TO PROTECT OUR SONS AND

DAUGHTERS FROM THESE FREAKS?"
>> NUGENT ALSO MET RESISTENCE FROM HIS OWN STUDENTS. BEFORE THEY CAME TO CAMPUS, MOST HAD BEEN CODDLED BY THEIR FAMILIES AND COULD NOT PERFORM DAILY TASKS INDEPENDENTLY. NUGENT PUT THEM THROUGH WHAT HE

CALLED FUNCTIONAL TRAINING.
>> AND THOSE THAT DIDN'T KNOW HOW TO GET OFF A TOILET STOOL OR                                     
SHOWER STALL OR OUT OF OF BED, OR OTHER PERSONAL SKILLS, WOULD

WORK WITH US 24 HOURS A DAY. MY STAFF WOULD ACTUALLY LIVE IN

WITH THEM. THEY WOULD GET OUT OF BED SO OFTEN, THEY DIDN'T KNOW IF THEY

WANTED TO GO TO BED. THE STUDENTS REPORT TO IT AS "HELL WEEK."
>>NUGENT STARTED A WHEELCHAIR SPORTS PROGRAM BECAUSE HE WANTED

HIS STUDENTS TO HAVE ACCESS TO EVERY PART OF COLLEGE LIFE.

HE ALSO WANTED TO CHANGE PEOPLE'S PERSPECTIVE ABOUT

DISABILITY.
>> WHEN OUR PEOPLE WENT OUT AND DISPLAYED THEIR SKILLS AT

BASKETBALL AND ARCHERY AND SINGING AND SQUARE DANCING, ALL

THESE DIFFERENT THINGS, PEOPLE HAD TO LEAVE WITH A RESPECT FOR

THESE PEOPLE AND A BETTER UNDERSTANDING OF WHAT THEY ARE

CAPABLE OF. 

>> IN 1953, NUGENT'S BASKETBALL TEAM WON THE NATIONAL

CHAMPIONSHIP. THEY WON THREE MORE IN THE UPCOMING YEARS.
>> THE WORD -- IT WAS A PLAY ON WORDS. THE UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS TEAM

WAS THE ILLINOIS WHIZ KIDS. THE DEVICE THAT PARAPLEGICS AND

TRAUMATIC QUADRIPLEGIC USED TO HOLD THE URINE, IT WAS A GIZMO.

IT WAS A VERY POPULAR NICKNAME. NUGENT DID EXTENSIVE RESEARCH IN

DEVELOPING WAYS TO MAKE PUBLIC SPACES MORE ACCESSIBLE. HE WORKED WITH ILLINOIS ENGINEERING STUDENTS TO CONVERT DONATED BUSES WITH THE FIRST

WHEELCHAIR LIFT. HE PUSHED THE URBANA CAMPUS TO MAKE CURB CUTS SO STUDENTS IN CHAIRS COULD USE THE WALKWAYS. MUCH OF OF WHAT NUGENT DEVELOPED BECAME THE NATIONAL STANDARD.
>> ONE PROFESSOR WROTE ME AND HE SAID "IT IS SO WONDERFUL TO HAVE

SOME OF YOUR WHEELCHAIR PEOPLE IN MY CLASS BECAUSE NOW THE

OTHER STUDENTS NEVER MISS CLASS BECAUSE NO MATTER WHAT THE

WEATHER IS, THEY SEE THAT THE WHEELCHAIR STUDENTS ARE GETTING

THERE, SO THEY JUST HAVE TO GET THERE."
>>I THINK TIM HELPED PEOPLE UNDERSTAND THAT THE DISABILITY

WASN'T THE CENTRAL PART OF THE PERSON. IT JUST WAS LIKE A

CHARACTERISTIC, SIMILAR TO HAIR COLOR OR EYE COLOR.
