Announcer:  Mannie Jackson played basketball for the University of Illinois along with Governor Vaughn from 1958 through 1960, and they became the first black letter winners in basketball here.  Both men went on to successful business careers.  As you probably know, Jackson owns and operates the Harlem Globe Trotters, bringing that organization out of bankruptcy.  Jackson has awarded the University of Illinois a two-million-dollar gift.
Mannie Jackson:  And in the last 15 years, I’ve donated or given away 25-million dollars.  And it occurred to me about a year-and-a-half ago when I began to wind down and retire that there were some things that contributed to my being as blessed as I’ve been, and one was my home town in Edwardsville, which I’ve done a number of things with, and basketball generally—and my contribution to the Basketball Hall of Fame was the largest single donation ever given to the Hall of Fame—to do something for the Hall of Fame and basketball generally.  And more importantly was this role that the University of Illinois played in my growth and development and exposure and awareness of things, and I thought, I didn’t know quite how to make the contribution.  And I have to be honest with you, the obvious place would have been back to the athletic department, and I will do that one day, but the most immediate needs seemed to be in helping young people who came from circumstances not quite indifferent from Governor and myself who needed help.
And we had the benefit of a coach, the athletic department, scholarships.  But there are a lot of really good kids coming through our system that just need a little help, so this program has been funded now with Tanya Gallagher and the life science department will help a lot of young people—athletes and non-athletes, black and white, from circumstances that will help them be better citizens.

Announcer:  And Mannie Jackson said there are several components to his gift to the U of I.

Mannie Jackson:  If you want to aspire to come to college and because of some circumstance you can’t afford to come, there’s a scholarship component that helps kids get in.  Then once you’re in, like so many of us, you get staggered by the size of this place and all that’s going on, there are kids that can’t make career decisions, or have difficult times coping with issues around them, or have academic problems.  So there’s a mentoring, a coaching, if you will, and a scholarship portion of it that gives those kids are on the edge marginally, an opportunity to get over.  And so far, the results—it’s been going about six to eight months now—have been fairly miraculous.
We hope the program expands across the entire campus and becomes a model across the U.S.

Announcer:  Well, Mannie Jackson is certainly proof positive of what a University of Illinois degree can do, and he’s quick to point out the benefits.
Mannie Jackson:  Let me say education allows for success because it’s one of those tickets you need to get into the door.  It’s like table stakes.  And the fact that I did it at the University of Illinois was very helpful because I can’t think of a circumstance, whether I was doing business in Stockholm, Sweden, or in Hong Kong or wherever I’ve been around the world doing business, if I didn’t say University of Illinois, it carried weight, it meant something.  It’s part of those credentials that mean something.  
Now the combination of the academic discipline and sports I think had a lot to do with my career success, along with a lot of hard work and good luck.  But yeah, the University of Illinois meant a lot.  It still means a lot.  And it occurs to me that we have such a great asset in the University of Illinois, that all of us who are able to should keep building and perpetuating that, because it means a lot for Midwest kids to come out of this circumstance.  When I was an executive at … Honeywell, we would always look for young people who came from the Midwest, the Midwest work ethic, the Midwest behavior, the Midwest style.  And nothing comes better than the University of Illinois, more Midwest than the University of Illinois.
Announcer:  That’s Mannie Jackson.  Of course, Governor Vaughn came to the U of I with Jackson, and they have been friends and business partners ever since.  Vaughn talked about getting his degree from the U of I, and Jackson talked about what a friend Vaughn has been to him over the years.

Governor Vaughn:  The U of I had something that we wanted, and we had something that the U of I wanted.  Okay.  And wherever you go and say the University of Illinois, that gets you in the door.  And an education from Illinois is a blessing and good.  Playing basketball here was just a bonus.  And you hear about the Dukes, the Notre Dames, North Carolina, UCLA—nothing tops the University of Illinois.  

Mannie Jackson:  Everyone knows by now that I’ve been blessed, financially and with the Harlem Globetrotters, etcetera, but I said this to Gov’s family this morning and to the students that there are only two people I’ve said this about are my high school coach, Joe Luko (sp?), and I’ve said about Governor, too—everyone needs a Governor in their life.  I would not have made it through the University of Illinois or come here, or had the run I had at basketball if it were not for this guy sitting at my left, Governor Vaughn.  Probably the most stable and intellectually, in all the years I traveled, the brightest person I’ve been around.  And as a friend, through all that we’ve gone through in close to 50 years, the most loyal and the closest friend a person could have.  And I look back and I think we all need some kind of relationship like that in our life, that is lasting and dependable and you can count on it, and it just so happened that my relationship was with someone who is a hell of a basketball player.  (laughter)  

And a good guy to hang out with, and this endured through all these years, through some pretty tough times, so it means a lot to me that Governor’s here.  It means a lot to me that we have this respect for each other.  It means a lot to me that at this phase of our life, we can enjoy this kind of moment together.
Announcer:  During his playing days, Mannie Jackson fancied himself as a pretty good foul shooter, but adds, Governor Vaughn was one of the best he’s ever seen.  Vaughn was an eighty percent foul shooter during his career.

Mannie Jackson:  When I played with Governor, I shot like 75 percent or some measly number, and I always felt bad about shooting that low.  But there was something about having Governor on the floor shooting eighty-five, ninety percent just routinely as an inspiration to the whole team.  And he made it look so doggone easy, the way he could shoot free throws!  I mean, every night, I don’t care if Gov is on the playground or in the final seconds at Madison Square Garden, he shot the free throw, the same stroke, exactly the same way, and you could put it in the bank.  But if you don’t have that kind of player on your team, it’s hard for your culture.
I think free throw failure is a cultural thing, and what pervades a culture is hard to break.  And I’m hopeful that Bruce (Webber) will solve it, he understands it, he’ll figure out a way to get that culture around where it becomes a free throw-making culture.

Announcer:  While the subject of a new basketball facility to replace Assembly Hall came up during Mannie Jackson’s visit over the weekend, as usual, the former Illini standout and current Globe Trotter owner didn’t shy away from that topic.

Mannie Jackson:  The recruiting environment is so furious and so difficult in these days, if you take a quality coach like Bruce Webber, who outside of this room is recognized as one of the stars in the coaching world—you guys know I’m chairman of the Basketball Hall of Fame, and we’ve been trying to recruit Bruce to play a role in the selection committees because that’s how much respect he has around the coaching community.  But if you take a guy like Bruce Webber and you put one arm behind his back and say build this great basketball establishment, and the arm behind his back is that these kids are actively recruited and they go on to great facilities.  And the benefit this University gets, and the benefit this region gets from having a great basketball team and a great basketball program is, from a return on investment standpoint, is so great, it seems to me a no brainer.  Let’s go to work and get a new facility for Bruce Webber and this basketball program.
Now the next question is asked, would I pay for it?  And I said, you know, I would pay for it along with others.  I would help.  I think it’s that important.  I also think it’s something that we ought to accept as a reality in our future that we need.  And that’s how the conversation got going, I believe.  (laughter)

I’m a strong believer that we need to be competitive in our recruiting.  I think it means a lot to this University and this region.  We got a quality coach in Bruce Webber.  And this area has demonstrated it can support a good basketball program.

Announcer:  Mannie Jackson and Governor Vaughn played their games, of course, at Huff gym.  Jackson would like to see a new arena large enough to be competitive and help in recruiting, but would also like to see it offer home court intimacy.

Mannie Jackson:  I think one of the biggest mistakes we’ve made being in the entertainment industry, traveling around the country, is this obsession we have with building these gigantic facilities.  I think the intimacy and the payoff the fans get from that experience is so great when the buildings are built with the fans in mind, the fan experience in mind, rather than the fan income in mind.  We’ve lost something.  And I hope the day…good question…I hope the day comes back where we have our architects and designers figure out a way to incorporate the intimacy in that kind of environment to perpetuate this sport thing we know about.  I think it’s a shame we’ve gone to these huge facilities.  I’ve seen them in Europe, by the way, and other parts of the world—they’ve copied and built these huge places, and I go, don’t make the same mistake that we’ve made here.  I think there’s a balance.  It’s like when I worked in industry, you said you want quality or profit, the answer is yes.  I’d want the intimacy and the economics to flow, too.  A guy like Bruce Webber should be involved in the design of that facility because he has to capture what that facility requires to meet the economic and the fan needs.  And I think it’s possible to do it.  We haven’t put that onus on our architects yet.  
